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Take a minute to be silent and reach towards God.
Read the verse for the day.
Talk to God about it.

Our advent reflections begin with four verses about anticipation and
expectation. God knows your future and has plans for you that go far
beyond your plans for Christmas. The last two years may not have gone
as we expected but God wasn’t taken by surprise.

As you think about these verses consider the power of God that is
available for your life. Imagine the great things you can achieve together
as you cooperate with him.

Wednesday 1 December

A voice of one calling: "In the desert prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the
wilderness a highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and
hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. And the
glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it.” Isaiah 40:3-5

Thursday 2 December

Messenger of good news, shout from the mountaintops! Shout it louder, O Jerusalem.
Shout, and do not be afraid. Tell the towns of Judah, "Your God is coming!" Yes, the
Sovereign Lord is coming in power. He will rule with a powerful arm. See, he brings his
reward with him as he comes. Isaiah 40:9-10

Friday 3 December

But you, Bethlehem, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will
come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from
ancient times." Micah 5:2

Saturday 4 December

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him — the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. He
will delight in obeying the Lord. He will not judge by appearance nor make a decision
based on hearsay. He will give justice to the poor and make fair decisions for the
exploited. The earth will shake at the force of his word, and one breath from his mouth
will destroy the wicked. He will wear righteousness like a belt and truth like an
undergarment. Isaiah 11:1-5



For the next eight days we'll consider the eight keys to life that were in the
final part of the Freedom in Christ course that we looked at on Sunday.
Sunday 5th December

Success comes from having the right goals.

For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?

Mark 8:36

Monday 6 December

Significance comes from proper use of time.

Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the
time, because the days are evil. Ephesians 5:15-16

Tuesday 7 December

Fulfilment comes from serving others.

let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your
Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16

Wednesday 8 December
Satisfaction comes from living a quality life.

Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, | will
make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord." Matthew 25:23

Thursday 9 December

Happiness comes from wanting what we have.

Godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and
we can take nothing out of it. 1 Timothy 6:6-7

Friday 10 December
Fun comes by enjoying life moment by moment.

A joyful heart is good medicine... Proverbs 17:22

Saturday 11 December
Security comes from focusing on eternal values.

So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 2 Corinthians 4:18



Sunday 12 December
Peace comes by quieting the inner storm.

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7

For the next six days we’'re thinking about weakness. Jesus became a
helpless baby and accepted the limitations of being human. He knows all
our weaknesses and yet he still chooses us.

Monday 13 December

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your
sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.
2 Corinthians 8:9

Tuesday 14 December

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing,
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death — even
death on a cross! Philippians 2:5-8

Wednesday 15 December

For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was
in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly to the
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Hebrews 4:15-16

Thursday 16 December

For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts
to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we
have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and
not from us. 2 Corinthians 4:6-7

Friday 17 December

Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are
sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from
God. 2 Corinthians 3:4-5

Saturday 18 December

"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." Matthew 11:28-30



At the carol service we are talking about family. For the next six days
we'll focus on that theme. Most people think of Christmas as a time for
family so let's consider what it really means to be in God'’s family.

Sunday 19 December

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of
God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not
know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet
been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we

Monday 20 December

For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received
the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." The Spirit himself testifies with
our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs — heirs
of God and co-heirs with Christ... Romans 8:15-17

Tuesday 21 December

Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow-citizens with God's
people and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building
is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are
being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Wednesday 22 December

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with God's people who
are in need. Practise hospitality. Romans 12:12-13

Thursday 23 December

How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity! It is like precious oil
poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron's beard, down
upon the collar of his robes. It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion.
For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even life for evermore. Psalms 133:1-3

Friday 24 December

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and
the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort
those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4

Saturday 25th December

Happy Christmas. Today we're thinking about the ‘incarnation’. God
being with us in the flesh. God being within us by his spirit.

Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel, which means 'God is with us." Matthew 1:23



